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Benetfits of Turfgrass

Environmental Benefits

At a time when attention to
global warming, air pollu-
tion and concerns about car-
bon emissions are making
worldwide news; it’s important to take a closer look at turfgrass
and the many environmental, health, economic and community
benefits it has to offer.

“The strategic use of turfgrass is the most sensible and econom-

ically feasible approach to countering the greenhouse effect in
urban areas.”

Dr. Thomas L. Watschke

Pennsylvania State University

“The Environmental Benefits of Turfgrass and

Their Impact on the Greenhouse Effect”

Soil Erosion Control

“Turfgrasses are relatively inexpensive, durable groundcovers

that protect our valuable, nonrewable soil resource from water
and wind erosion.”

Dr. James B. Beard

Professor Emeritus

Texas A&M University

Council of Agricultural Science & Technology

January 2006

Storm Water Runoff Reduction,
Ground Water Recharge and

Soil Restoration

“One of the key mechanisms by

which turfgrasses preserve

water is their superior capabil-

ity to trap and hold runoff,

which results in more water

infiltrating through the soil
turfgrass ecosystem."”

Dr. James B. Beard

Professor Emeritus

Texas A&M University

Council of Agricultural Science

& Technology

January 2006

“Although the roots of turfgrass
generally aren't as deep as the
roots of prairie plants, they
have a higher plant density
which affects infiltration and
decreases water runoff and
increases percolation.”
Dr. John Stier
Horticulture Professor
University of Wisconsin
(Madison) June 2007

“An extremely important function of turfgrasses is soil improve-

ment through organic matter additions derived from the turnover
of roots and other plant tissues.”

Dr. James B. Beard

Professor Emeritus

Texas A&M University

Dust & Air Pollution Control

“Turfgrasses trap an
estimated 12 million tons
i M of dust and dirt released
" A annually into the atmosphere.”
Dr. Thomas L. Watschke
Pennsylvania State
University

Lawns act as traps for dust and
other airborne particles
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